Appendix J — Public and Agency Comments on the Draft EA

PHN Airport Appendices




This Appendix J includes details of the Public Meeting held October 22, 2025, and provides a summary of
the public and agency comments received on the 2025 Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) including St.
Clair County International Airport (Airport or PHN) responses.

1. Public Meeting Details

A Public Meeting was held at St. Clair County International Airport on October 22, 2025, from 5:30 PM to
7:00 PM. The purpose of the Public Meeting was to present the Preferred Alternative and its associated
impacts to the public and receive written comments on the proposed action. Public comments received
have been incorporated into the EA where appropriate.

The Public Meeting was an informal, walk-through event where individuals had the opportunity to review
maps and displays, ask questions, give feedback, and discuss the project with Airport staff and consultant
team members. Attendees could arrive at any time and choose to visit each station or select specific areas
of interest. A printed open house guide was provided to inform guests of the station topics. According to
the Public Meeting sign-in sheets, four people attended the Public Meeting. Copies of the legal public notice
and sign-in sheets are found at the end of this document.

The legal public notice was advertised in two local newspapers prior to the Public Meeting. The notice was
published in the Times Herald 31 days before the Public Meeting, and the Voice News 21 days before the
Public Meeting. The public notice explained that the Draft EA was available for public review and comment
and announced the date, time, and location of the Public Meeting. Physical copies of the Draft EA document
were available for public review at the Airport during normal business hours and an electronic copy was
also available on the Airport’'s website.

2. Summary of Public Comments Received and Airport Responses

One written comment was left at the Public Meeting. Public comment received is summarized below. The
actual written comment is included in this appendix.

Written Comments Received:
Ken Harris

Budget 2025 page 9 shows budget @ $210,000.

Revenue if any outdated.

Any future contracts to augment improvements for long term?

Appears, not enough air service to support these plans.

Access airport road dilapidated, narrow and not maintained?

Facebook data, dated and NOT up to date.

Cheap air petroleum noted along, not a ground breaker.

Last time airport needed they ended with commission violating Open Meetings Act.
Not many years ago, a rumor of expansion cause area residents issues.

Response: This list of comments was not specific to the EA and the obstruction clearing
project but were focused on general Airport topics and operations. The commenter
discussed these questions/concerns directly with the Airport Manager at the public
meeting.



3.

Summary of Agency Comments Received and Airport Responses

Correspondence from one agency was received on the 2025 Draft EA. A summary of their comment and
the Airport response is included below. The agency comment received has been incorporated into the EA
where appropriate. The actual correspondence letter received is provided later in this appendix.

Michigan Department of Natural Resources

This email is to provide comment for the EA at St. Clair County International Airport.

| completed a review of the proposed plan and determined that your preferred alternative
(Alternative 2 — Clear, Grub, and Grade Current and Future Obstructions in Upland Areas;
Clear/Cut Current and Future Obstructions with No Ground Disturbance and No Removal of
Understory Trees in Wetland Areas in the Runway 4/22 Approaches) is a suitable practice to
address the goals and needs for safety and operations at the airport.

There was applicable supporting documentation and research for threatened and endangered
species in the area, best management practices, wetland mitigation regulations, and overall
minimal environmental impact in the report. The practices outlined for Alternative 2 appear to
meet these.

Chapter 2, Table 2-0 provides a good summary of the proposed alternatives. Given the need for
this land manipulation, fragility of wetlands, and higher risk of wildlife habitat disruption and large
cost of alternative 1, alternative 2 is most suitable.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input,

Adam Shook

Wildlife Biologist

Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Wildlife Division

Response: Comment noted. Thank you for taking the time to provide feedback on the EA.



Newspaper Affidavits

¥ LocaliQ

Michigan PO Box 630491 Cincinnati, OH 45263-0491
GANNETT
AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Mead & Hunt

Mead & Hunt

2605 Port Lansing Rd Mead & Hunt
Lansing MI 48906

STATE OF WISCONSIN, COUNTY OF BROWN

The Times-Herald, a newspaper published in the city of Port
Huron, St. Clair County, State of Michigan, and personal
knowledge of the facts herein state and that the notice hereto
anhexed was Published in said newspapets in the issue:

09/21/2025

and that the fees charged are legal.
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 09/21/2025

- S B

Legal Clerk

Notary, State xf WI, Bunty of Brown

4-3-4.9

My commission expires

Publication Cost: $193.60

Tax Amount; $0.00

Payment Cost: $193.60

Order No: 11682325 # of Copies:
Customer No; 1559575 0

PO #: LPET0373747

THIS IS NOT AN INVOICE!

Please do not use this form for payment reniittance.

| KONGMENG YANG
! Notary Public
State of Wisconsin

Page 1 of 2


Courtney Beard
Text Box
Newspaper Affidavits


NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
OF A
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
AND
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING
FOR
PROPOSED AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS
AT THE
ST. CLAIR COUNTY INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
PORT HURON, MICHIGAN

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are notified of the availability of a

Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) evaluating the poten-

tial effects of proposed improvements at the St. Clair County

International Airport (Airport) in compliance with applicable

laws, regulations, Executive Orders, and FAA policies includ-

ing Order 1050.1F. A hardcopy of the Draft EA is available
for review during normal business hours at the Airport or an
electronic version is available anytime online until October

24,2025, Documents can be found at the following locations:

. A hardcopy is available at the Airport located at 275
Airport Drive, Kimbali, MI 48074

. An electronic version is available online at https://www.
stclaircounty.org/Offices/3

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are further advised of a public

information meeting being held by the Airport. The purpose

of the public meeting is o consider the social, economic,
and environmental effects of the proposed improve-
ments and whether the improvements are in the public
interest and consistent with the National Environmental

Policy Act of 1969. The public meeting is scheduled for:

October 22, 2025, from 5:30 PM to 7:00

PM at 297 Airport Drive, Kimball, MI 48074

The public information meeting will focus on the

Draft EA for the following proposed improvements:

. Removal of approximately 86 acres of forested land
located in the Runway 4/22 approaches for current and
future obstructions.

. Acquisition of avigation easements over 21 private
parcels to allow for current and future obstruction
removals in the Runway 4/22 approaches.

The meeting will be an open house format with no formal

presentation given. The meeting is a “drop in” event, so

attendees may arrive any time between 5:30 PM and 7:00

PM. The event is open to the public and all interested

parties are encouraged to attend. The meeting will be an

informal, walk-through event where individuals will have
the opportunity to ask questions, give feedback, and
discuss the project. Airport staff and consultant team
members will be available to explain the required environ-
mental process, anticipated project schedule, environ-
mental findings, and other design elements of the project.

Informative displays and maps will be available for review.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, indi-

viduals needing special accommodations (including auxil-

iary communicative aids and services) during the meeting
should notify Catherine Fiore, St. Clair County International

Airport Director, by e-mail at cfiore@stclaircounty.org or

(810) 364-6890 at least three days prior to the meeting.

The public is encouraged to submit written comments

or concerns by mail or email. Comments must

be received by October 24, 2025, to be includ-
ed in the project record. Send comments to:

Catherine Fiore, Airport Director

275 Airport Drive, Kimbali, M|l 48074

Kimbalt, M|l 48074

cfiore@stclaircounty.org

September 21 2025

LPETO373747
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND NOTICE
OF A PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING FOR
PROPOSED AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS AT
THE ST. CLAIR COUNTY INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT PORT HURON, MICHIGAN

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are nofified of the availability of a Draft
Environmentat Assessmant (EA} evaluating the polential effects of proposed

with applicable laws, fegulations, Execulive Orders, and FAA policies including
Order 1050.1F. A hardeopy of the Draft EA is avallable for review during narmaf
businesshoursatlheAirponcraneieclmnicvsrsionisavailabfeanytimeonﬁneunﬁl
October 24, 2025, Docurments can be found at the fallowing locations:

* A hardcopy is available at the Airport iocated at 275 Airport Drive, Kimball,
MI 48074

* An electronic version is available online at

htlps:iwww.stelaircounty.org/Offices/a
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are further advised of a pubiig information
mesting being held by the Alrport. The purpese of the public mesting is to
censider the social, economic, and environmental effects of the proposed
Improvements and whether the improvements are in the public interest ang
consistent with the Natioral Environmenial Policy Act of 1969, The publie
meeting is scheduled for:

Oclober 22, 2025, from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM at 297 Alrport Drive, Kimball,
Mi 48074

The public informaticn meeting will focus on the Drah EA for the foliowing
proposed improvements:

* Removal of approximately 86 acres of forested tand located in the
Runway 4/22 approaches for current and fufure abstruclions.

* Acguisition of avigation easements over 21 prvale parcels to allow for
current and future obstruction removals in the Rurway 4/22 approaches,

The meeting wifl be an open hause format with no formal presentation given.
The meeting is a “drop in” event, so allendess may arrive any time between

to explain the required environmental process, anlicipated projecl schedule,
environmental findings, and olher design elements of the project. Informalive
displays and maps will be available for review,

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals needing
special accommodations (incluging auvxiliary communicative aids and services)
during the meating should nality Catherine Fiore, 81, Clair County international
Airport Director, by e-maif at cliore @stclaircnuqry.org or (810} 364-6890 at Jeast
thres days prior 1o the meeting,

The public is encouraged to submit written comments or concems by mail or
email. Comments musi be received by October 24, 2025, 10 be included in tha
project record. Send commants to:

Catherine Fiore, Airport Director

275 Airport Drive, Kimball, M 48074

Kimball, Ml 48074

cliore @stolzirgn inty.org




Public Meeting Sign In Sheet

St. Clair County International Airport

Environmental Assessment Public Meeting

October 22, 2025
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Public Comments Received

Ken Harris
Public Notice St.Clair County International Airport‘s ,Proposed

Improvements .
Oct 22, 2025 at 3:21:49 PM
Ken Harris
Budget 2025 page 9 shows budget @ $ 210,000 .
Revenue if any outdated .
Any future contracts to augment improvements for long term ?
Apppears , not enough air service to support these plans .
Access ? airport road delapitated , narrow and not maintained ?
Face book data ,dated and NOT up to date .
Cheap air petroleum noted along, not a ground breaker .
Last time airport needed they ended with commission violating Open Meetings
Act.
Not many years ago , a rumor of expansion cause area residents issues .

Ken

Sent from my iP
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The Following Agencies Received the Draft EA for Review and Comment

Federal and State Coordination - Master List

Mr. Duffiney Tony Duffiney State Director USDA - APHIS Wildlife Services 2803 Jolly Rd., Suite 100, Okemos, Ml 48864 517-336-1928

Ms. Kelly Christy Kelly EGLE, Water Resources Division, Transportation Review Unit P.O. Box 30458 Lansing, Ml 48909-7958 517-599-9002

Mr. Dugan Moises Dugan Regional Administrator (Acting) Federal Emergency Management Agency, Region 5 536 South Clark Street, 6th Floor Chicago, lllinois 60605 312-408-5500

Ms. Gagliardo Jean Gagliardo District Conservationist USDA, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Portage Service Center 5950 PORTAGE RD PORTAGE, MI 49002 269-382-5121 ext 3

Mr. Hicks Scott Hicks Field Office Supervisor US Fish and Wildlife - Michigan Field Office 2651 Coolidge Road, Suite 101 East Lansing, Michigan 48823 517-351-6274

Mr. Westlake Kenneth Westlake Chief EPA Region 5 , NEPA Implementation Section 77 West Jackson Boulevard Chicago, lllinois 60604 312-886-2910

Ms. Lott Shannon Lott Natural Resources Deputy Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Executive Division P.O. Box 30028 Lansing, MI 48909 517-243-3166/517-284-5810
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Agency Comments Recieved

From: Courtney Beard

To: Courtney Beard

Subject: FW: For review: Mead & Hunt - Draft EA for the St. Clair County International Airport
Date: Friday, October 24, 2025 1:28:49 PM

Attachments: 125 stamp 35ca0925-425e-4662-99e6-00fe7340b3b9.png

MeadHuntlogo 87950253-989c-49b2-a74f-a156c21c38dd.pna

Courtney Beard, ace
Planning Technician Ill | Aviation
Direct: 517-908-3146 | Transfer Files

Mead&d Iunt_

LinkedIn | Facebook | Instagram | My LinkedIn

From: Shook, Adam (DNR) <ShookAl@michigan.gov>

Sent: Friday, October 24, 2025 12:54 PM

To: William Ballard <william.ballard@meadhunt.com>

Cc: Hiller, Lindsay (DNR) <HillerL1 @michigan.gov>; Miers, Linda (DNR) <MiersL@michigan.gov>;
Sadler, Taunia (DNR) <SadlerT@michigan.gov>; McFadden, Terrence (DNR)
<McfaddenT@michigan.gov>; Robison, Joseph (DNR) <RobisonJ@michigan.gov>

Subject: For review: Mead & Hunt - Draft EA for the St. Clair County International Airport

You don't often get email from shookal@michigan.gov. Learn why this is important

Hello William,

This emailis to provide comment for the EA at St. Clair County International Airport.

I completed a review of the proposed plan and determined that your preferred
alternative (Alternative 2 — Clear, Grub, and Grade Current and Future Obstructions in
Upland Areas; Clear/Cut Current and Future Obstructions with No Ground Disturbance
and No Removal of Understory Trees in Wetland Areas in the Runway 4/22 Approaches)
is a suitable practice to address the goals and needs for safety and operations at the
airport.

There was applicable supporting documentation and research for threatened and
endangered species in the area, best management practices, wetland mitigation
regulations, and overall minimal environmental impact in the report. The practices
outlined for Alternative 2 appear to meet these.

Chapter 2, Table 2-0 provides a good summary of the proposed alternatives. Given the
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need for this land manipulation, fragility of wetlands, and higher risk of wildlife habitat
disruption and large cost of alternative 1, alternative 2 is most suitable.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input,

Adam Shook

Wildlife Biologist

Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Wildlife Division

(248) 756-4357

Michigan.gov/Wildlife
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